
Department of Energy 
 

Bonneville Power Administration 
P.O. Box 3621 

Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 

Official File   

 CORPORATE 

December 20, 2005 
 
 
In reply refer to:  DK-7 
 
 
Mr. Michael Milstein 
Reporter, Northwest Team 
1320 SW Broadway 
Portland, OR 97201-3499 
 
RE: FOIA Request #06-007 
 
Dear Mr. Milstein: 
 
This letter responds to your Freedom of Information Act request dated October 11, 2005, 
designated as BPA FOIA #06-007. 
 
You requested copies of any and all records pertaining to BPA’s consideration of changes to 
hydropower operations through reduced water supplies and shifts in the timing of runoff due to 
effects of climate change.  This includes, but is not limited to, emails or correspondence within 
the BPA or with outside parties related to the potential impacts of climate change or concerns 
surr0unding them; any analyses or reports examining, weighing or considering such effects or 
the likelihood of them; policy, briefing or issue papers on this or related subjects; and any other 
written discussion of the possible ramifications of climate change on the BPA or its operations. 
 
Enclosed, you will find documents responsive to your request.  We are withholding the last four 
pages of the enclosed presentation because they fall under the deliberative process privilege, 
pursuant to 5 USC § 552(b)(5) (Exemption 5) of the FOIA.  These are pre-decisional deliberative 
documents, and they have not been disclosed outside the executive branch of the government.  
They contain BPA staff recommendations, comments, and opinions that are not fixed facts, but 
are based on staff judgment.  They reflect BPA's deliberative process and do not contain material 
reflecting a final decision made by BPA.  Disclosure of this information would expose BPA's 
decision-making process in a way that discourages candid discussion within the agency.   
 
BPA has no other documents responsive to this request. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with this determination, you may make an appeal within thirty (30) days of 
receipt of this letter to: Director, Office of Hearings and Appeals, Department of Energy, 
1000 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, D.C. 20585.  Both the envelope and the letter 
must be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act Appeal”. 
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There is no charge for processing your request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Christina J. Brannon 
 
Christina Brannon 
Freedom of Information Officer 
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